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Welcome from Jusnah
Understanding funding opportunities is crucial for anyone serious about building a career as a music executive or
entrepreneur. Whether you're supporting artists, developing projects, or launching your own music business, knowing where
to find financial support can make the difference between a great idea and a successful reality.

The UK has one of the most robust music funding ecosystems in the world, but navigating it requires knowledge,

preparation, and strategic thinking. This guide brings together the most important funding sources available to music
industry professionals, artists, and entrepreneurs in 2024-2025.

I've compiled this information from extensive research across major funding bodies, including the latest deadlines, amounts,
and application requirements. Use this as your roadmap to securing the financial support your projects deserve.

How to Use This Guide

Funding Categories Covered
Major National Funders: Arts Council England, PRS Foundation, Help Musicians, Creative Scotland

Youth-Focused Funding: Youth Music programs for emerging talent

Specialist & Regional: Sound and Music, Musicians' Union, British Council, local councils

Emergency & Hardship: Crisis support and welfare funding

Application Success Tip: Most successful applicants start planning 3-6 months before deadlines. Use this guide to identify
suitable funds early and prepare strong applications.



IMPORTANT: This guide focuses on funds open for 2025-2026. Always check official websites for the most current
deadlines and requirements. Funding programs can change without notice.

Quick Reference: Open Deadlines 2025-2026

March 31, 2025: PRS Foundation Open Fund for Music Creators

September 29, 2025: PRS Foundation Open Fund for Music Creators

Rolling deadlines: Arts Council Project Grants, Help Musicians support

Bi-monthly: PRS Foundation Early Career Promoter Fund (from May 2025)

February 7, 2025: Youth Music NextGen Fund
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Arts Council England

National Lottery Project Grants
Amount: £1,000 - £100,000+

Eligibility: Individuals, organizations, events, initiatives supporting arts and creativity

Deadlines: Rolling applications, with specific bands opening at different times

What it funds: Arts projects, equipment, professional development, touring, creation of new work

Contact: www.artscouncil.org.uk/ProjectGrants | 0845 300 6200

Developing Your Creative Practice (DYCP)
Amount: Up to £10,000

Eligibility: Individual creative and cultural practitioners

Focus: Professional development, skills enhancement, career progression

Note: Limited applications - if you've had 2 unsuccessful or 1 successful application recently, you may not be eligible

Contact: www.artscouncil.org.uk/dycp

Supporting Grassroots Music
Amount: Various amounts

Eligibility: Grassroots music venues and organizations

Deadline: New process from September 1, 2025 - email applications

Contact: www.artscouncil.org.uk/supporting-grassroots-music

PRS Foundation

The Open Fund for Music Creators
Amount: Various levels available

Eligibility: Songwriters, composers, artists, bands, producers, performers writing their own music

Deadlines: March 31, 2025 and September 29, 2025



Application limit: Once per calendar year

What it funds: Creation of new music, music creator fees, recording costs, professional development

Contact: prsfoundation.com/funding-support/funding-music-creators/

Women Make Music
Amount: Various amounts

Eligibility: Women and non-binary music creators

Status: Check PRS Foundation website for 2025 application dates

Application limit: Once per calendar year

Contact: prsfoundation.com via Flexigrant portal

Early Career Promoter Fund
Amount: Up to £3,500

Eligibility: Emerging music promoters

Deadlines: Bi-monthly from May 15, 2025 through February 2026

Focus: Building a more diverse live music sector

Contact: prsfoundation.com/funding-support/funding-for-industry-professionals/
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Help Musicians

Financial Crisis Support
Amount: £500 one-off grants (COVID-19 Hardship Fund)

Eligibility: Musicians aged 18+ living in UK with right to work, with UK bank account, not more than £10,000 in savings

Timeline: Emergency support available for crisis situations

Support type: Short-term financial assistance for musicians in sudden crisis

Contact: www.helpmusicians.org.uk/get-support/musicians-welfare | Call for urgent help: 0808 802 8008

Record and Release Fund
Focus: Supporting music creation and sharing

What it covers: Studio time, mastering, promotion around releases

Additional support: Wellbeing and long-term business development focus

Contact: www.helpmusicians.org.uk

Help Musicians Tip: They offer comprehensive support beyond just funding - including mental health support, career

development, and business advice. Consider their holistic approach when planning your application.

Creative Scotland

Open Fund Programs
Status: Open Fund for Individuals temporarily CLOSED from August 30, 2024

Reason: Scottish Government unable to confirm release of £6.6m budget in 2024-25

Future: Funding increased from £66.5m (2024-5) to £89m (2025-6) announced December 2024

Contact: www.creativescotland.com/funding

Youth Music Initiative
Focus: High quality music making opportunities

Program: Access to Music Making Fund



Timeline 2025/26:

Guidance published: July 10, 2025

Applications open: August 5, 2025 (2pm)

Contact: www.creativescotland.com/funding/targeted-funding/youth-music-initiative

Targeted Funding Programs
Stage 1 applications: Open now - deadline October 15, 2025 (2pm)

Focus: Ring-fenced funds for specific art forms, specialisms, or geographic areas

Contact: www.creativescotland.com/funding/targeted-funding

SCOTLAND UPDATE: Creative Scotland funding significantly increased for 2025-6 following campaign. Check
current status of individual programs.
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Youth Music

NextGen Fund
Amount: Up to £3,000

Eligibility: 18-25 year olds (up to 30 for d/Deaf, Disabled, or neurodivergent individuals)

Location: England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland

Deadline: February 7, 2025

Focus: Early-stage musicians and 'music adjacent creatives'

Contact: www.youthmusic.org.uk/funding/i-need-funding/nextgen-fund

Trailblazer Fund
Amount: £2,000 - £30,000

Eligibility: Organizations in England running projects for children and young people (25 or under)

Focus: Grassroots organizations, music projects for young people to make, learn and earn in music

Competition note: Less than 20% of applications typically successful due to high demand

Contact: www.youthmusic.org.uk/funding/i-need-funding/trailblazer-fund

Catalyser Fund
Amount: £30,001 - £300,000

Eligibility: Established organizations in England

Focus: Helping equalize access to music for marginalized young people (aged 0 to 25)

Deadline: November 2025 (TBC)

Contact: www.youthmusic.org.uk/funding/i-need-funding/catalyser-fund

Youth Music Application Tip: Apply up to 6 weeks before the relevant funding program opens. Early preparation
significantly improves success rates.

Additional Youth Support



Youth Arts Open Fund (YouthLink Scotland)
Timeline 2025:

Fund opens: July 28, 2025

Application deadline: August 25, 2025

Decisions communicated: Mid November 2025

Project delivery: December 2025 - December 2026

Contact: www.youthlink.scot/national-grant-programmes/youth-arts-open-fund/

Success Strategies for Youth Funding
Demonstrate Impact: Show how your project will make a measurable difference to young people's lives

Community Focus: Emphasize local community benefit and engagement

Diversity & Inclusion: Highlight how you'll reach marginalized or underrepresented groups

Sustainability: Explain how benefits will continue beyond the funding period

Partnerships: Show collaboration with other organizations or community groups
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Specialist Music Organizations

Sound and Music: Essentials Fund
Status: Check website for 2025 round opening dates

Focus: Supporting music creators and organizations

Previous amount: Various funding levels available

Contact: soundandmusic.org/opportunity/sound-and-music-essentials-fund/

Musicians' Union Support
Hardship Grants: Small grants available

Eligibility: MU members of 12+ months facing severe financial hardship

Focus: Emergency support for union members

Contact: musiciansunion.org.uk/membership-benefits/grants-and-financial-support-for-musicians

British Council: International Collaboration Grants
Amount: £1 million program total

Focus: Collaborations between UK artists/organizations and global partners

Eligibility: UK artists, arts professionals, and organizations

Contact: arts.britishcouncil.org/projects/international-collaboration-grants

Regional and Local Funding

Arts Council Wales
Provides funding for arts organizations and individual artists in Wales. Check their website for current opportunities and
deadlines.

Contact: www.arts.wales



Arts Council of Northern Ireland
Supports artists and arts organizations throughout Northern Ireland with various grant programs.

Contact: www.artscouncil-ni.org

Local Authority Funding
Many local councils offer grants for arts and cultural activities. Research your local authority's website or contact their

arts/culture department directly.

Typical amounts: £500 - £5,000

Focus areas: Community engagement, local cultural development, grassroots arts

Other Specialist Funds

New Music Biennial
Focus: New commissions across all music genres

Deadline: Rolling deadlines throughout the year up until September 29, 2025

Contact: Via Creative Scotland funding delivered by partners

Regional Funding Tip: Local funding often has less competition than national programs. Build relationships with your
local arts officer and attend council meetings to understand priorities.
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Funding Application Best Practices

Before You Apply
Research thoroughly: Read all guidance documents and past successful applications if available

Contact the funder: Many offer pre-application advice or guidance calls

Check eligibility carefully: Don't waste time applying if you don't meet basic criteria

Plan timeline: Start preparation 3-6 months before deadline

Strong Application Elements
Clear objectives: Specific, measurable outcomes you'll achieve

Detailed budget: Realistic costs with contingency planning

Evidence of need: Research and data supporting your project's importance

Track record: Previous experience and successes

Partnerships: Collaboration adds credibility and reach

Application Success Secret: Funders want to support projects that align with their strategic priorities. Always connect your
project to their stated goals and values.

Emergency Funding Quick Reference

Immediate Crisis Support
Help Musicians Helpline: 0808 802 8008 (24/7 free support)

Musicians' Union: Contact for member hardship support

Local Authority: Contact your council's welfare/crisis support team

Key Funding Deadlines Calendar 2025-2026

2025 Confirmed Dates
February 7, 2025: Youth Music NextGen Fund

March 31, 2025: PRS Foundation Open Fund for Music Creators

May 15, 2025: PRS Foundation Early Career Promoter Fund (first deadline)

July 28, 2025: Youth Arts Open Fund opens

August 25, 2025: Youth Arts Open Fund deadline



September 29, 2025: PRS Foundation Open Fund for Music Creators

October 15, 2025: Creative Scotland Targeted Funding Stage 1

Rolling/TBC Deadlines
Rolling: Arts Council England National Lottery Project Grants

Rolling: Help Musicians crisis and development support

TBC: Sound and Music Essentials Fund (check website)

November 2025 (TBC): Youth Music Catalyser Fund

Professional Development Resources

Funding Application Support Organizations
Directory of Social Change: Grant-writing courses and resources

Arts Council England: Application guidance and webinars

Local CVA organizations: Free funding application support

Music industry organizations (AIM, MMF): Member funding advice

Ready to Level Up Your Funding Success?
This guide provides the foundation, but successful funding requires advanced strategy, professional application writing, and
ongoing relationship management with funders.

The Young Music Boss Toolkit includes advanced funding templates, budget calculators, application checklists, and step-by-

step guidance for complex funding scenarios.

Take Our Music Executive Course for advanced modules on funding strategy, stakeholder management, and building
sustainable music businesses.

Visit www.youngmusicboss.com to access professional funding resources and take your applications to the next level!

Young Music Boss
Preparing Future Music Bosses

www.youngmusicboss.com

Updated: September 2024 - Focus on 2025-2026 opportunities. Always verify current deadlines and requirements with
official sources.


